
 
 
 DESOTO COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 
 
 BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
 
 JOHN M. M. CALDWELL, PRESIDENT, PRESIDING 
 
 October 8, 1997    
 
 
A. CALL TO ORDER 
 

The October 8, 1997, meeting of the DeSoto County Board of Supervisors was  
called to order by John M. M. Caldwell, Sr., Board President. 

 
Roger Jones of the  DeSoto County Sheriff's Department  was present and did open the 

 DeSoto County Board of Supervisors meeting in a regular session to hear any and all 
 business to come before the Board.  The following were present: 
 

Jessie Medlin--------------------District 1 
Eugene C. Thach----------------District 2 
James D. Pearson---------------District 3 
John Caldwell-------------------District 4 
Tommy Lewis-------------------District 5 
W. E. ASluggo@ Davis----------Chancery Clerk 
James Albert Riley-------------Sheriff, Absent                                   

                   Clovis Reed----------------------County Administrator  
William H. Austin, Jr.----------Board Attorney 

 
 
B. INVOCATION 
 

The invocation was presented by Supervisor John Caldwell. 
 
 
C. PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

The Planning Commission brought several items before the Board of Supervisors 
as evidenced by their portion of the minutes submitted by the Planning Commission, in 

 addition to these items in which the Planning Commission also brought before the Board 
 of Supervisors. 
 

SEE EXHIBIT C. 
 

REZONING 
 
1. Trinity Lakes/Burkhart  

 
Merritt Powell of the DeSoto County Planning Commission, came before the Board  

 of  Supervisors to request sending an item involving Trinity Lakes/Burkhart that was  
 originally brought to the County for disposition involving changing the zoning from  
 A-R to PUD for 140 acres to be divided into 354 lots in 3 sizes.  The property  
 involved is located East of  Highway 51, West of  I-55, and 1 mile South of  Church  
 Road.  Mr. Powell explained that this property was recently annexed by the City of  
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Southaven, therefore, he recommends transferring this item of  business to the City of 

  Southaven.  Mr. Powell said that Southaven has indicated that they would like to hear 
  the item.   
 

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded  
 the motion to approve transferring the item of  business from the Planning   
 Commission involving Trinity Lakes/Burkhart to the City of  Southaven as the  
 property has been annexed into that area.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Absent 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Absent 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Yes 

   
2. McLemore Billboards A to M-1 

 
Mr. Powell stated that this item was withdrawn by the applicant before the Board  

 meeting. 
 
3. Harry Green A-R to C-1 

 
Merritt Powell and Sam Russell of the Planning Commission, presented to the Board  

 of Supervisors an appeal from the Planning Commission for a change to commercial  
 zoning for a l.83 acre changing from A-R to C-1.  Mr. Powell said this property is  
 located South of  Goodman Road and East of Poplar Corner Road in Section 36,  
 Township 1, Range 9 and is near the old Minor Memorial Church.  Mr. Powell said  
 the Planning Commission recommended unanimously to deny  this zoning   
 application.   
 

Supervisor Eugene Thach asked if this request is for spot zoning.  Merritt Powell  
 responded that there is an  unused commercial zoning across the road from this  
 property.  The rest of the property in this area is zoned agricultural-residential.  Mr.  
 Powell said this property is 100' East of the intersection.  Sam Russell, of the DeSoto  
 County Planning Commission, passed out a handout to the Board of  Supervisors  
 indicating the location of this property, the Planning Commission minutes and staff  
 report..  
 

Supervisor John Caldwell asked how the property across the street got the 
commercial   zoning.  Mr. Powell responded that the zoning happened when the 
subdivision was   approved.  Mr. Powell said the Planning Commission stated in 
their motion to deny   this request that there was no need for this change at this time on 
the property in   question.   Mr. Harry Green was not present at the meeting to 
respond. 
 

Betty Pearman was present and did respond in support of  upholding the Planning  
 Commission's motion to deny this commercial zoning.  Ms. Pearman said her family  
 had owned property adjacent to the property in question since 1937.  Ms. Pearman she  
 does not know if the church is chartered now, but it has been restored to a beautiful  
 condition, according to Ms. Pearman.  Ms. Pearman reported that Mr. Green wanted  
 to bring his wife's bridal shop and his office to this property.  She said that services  
 are held on Sunday's and Wednesday's at the church but it is often used as a site for  
 weddings.  Ms. Pearman says she does not want commercial property at her back  
 door.   
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Exhibit C.3., Continued, 
 

Mr. Powell read a letter from Sandra Thibaut who is also in opposition of this  
 commercial zoning.   
 

Supervisor James Pearson asked if this is the property of L.E. Lyles, where his old  
 homesite was located.  Betty Pearman responded yes.   
 

Supervisor James Pearson made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded  
 the motion to uphold the Planning Commissions decision and their motion to deny the  
 change in zoning on the property belong to Harry Green located on the South side of  
 Goodman Road and East of Poplar Corner Road consisting of 1.83 acres.  The  
 motion passed by a unanimous vote. 
 

SUBDIVISIONS 
 

Mr. Merritt Powell and Mr. Sam Russell of the DeSoto County Planning Commission 
 presented several requests from District 1, District 3, District 4 and District 5 for changes 
 in subdivisions in DeSoto County.  Mr. Powell explained the requests involved in these 
 items of business, which included: 

 
District 1 
1.    Fox Creek ("A" First Revision) 
2.    Gatewood 3 lots 
3.    Clayton 1 lot 
4.     Sherwood Baptist Church l lot 
5.     Elizabeth Strong 1 lot 

 
District 3 
1.     Revision of Jay Stafford Subdivision 
2.     Wilson Mill 
3.     Fairfield Meadows ("A") 
4.     Linton 2 lots 
5.     Jay Stafford 2 lots  
 
District 4 
1.     Grand Oaks ("B") 
2.     Dempsey Chalmers 2 lots 

 
District 5 
1.     Revision of Gill Subdivision 
2.     The Highlands 
         This item of  business was handled as a separate issue.  Merritt Powell of the  

          Planning Commission said the only point of contention concerning this item  
          was that the developer did not want to require road right of ways on the back  
         side of this property. 
 

        Supervisor Tommy Lewis said road right of ways in this area are necessary in  
         anticipation of road improvements in the future.  Sam Russell of the Planning  
         Commission said when this item was presented at their Planning Commission  
         meeting, the developer said that it may be quite a while before this road is    
       improved.  Mr. Russell said that they recommend an 88' building line so that if    
       the County ever has a need to move the road there would be no buildings in the    
       anticipated path of the road. 
 

        Supervisor Tommy Lewis made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach  
         seconded the motion to hold over the item of business concerning the Highlands  
         until Monday, October 13th.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 
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Exhibit C.Subdivisions, Continued, 
 

3.    Sigler 2 lots 
4.    Ose 1 lot 
5.    Charlie Broady 1 lot 
6.    Joe Gill 1 lot 
7.    Blanche Cole 2 lots 
8.    Marvin Leake 9 lots 

 
At the recommendation of Merritt Powell of the Planning Commission Supervisor Jessie 

 Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Tommy Lewis seconded the motion to approve 
 the above listed Subdivisions.  The motion  passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yest 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Absent 
Supervisor John Caldwell Recused Himself 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Yes 

 
OTHER ITEMS 

 
1. Scrivener's Error on Springwood Community Subdivision Plat 

 
Merritt Powell of the Planning Commission notified the Board of Supervisors that the 

  range on the Plat recorded in the Chancery Clerk's office was wrong for the   
 Subdivision known as Springwood Community Subdivision and forwarded a request  
 to change the range on the Plat in the Chancery Clerk's Office.  Supervisor James  
 Pearson made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to  
 approve the correction of  the range on the Plat in the Chancery Clerk's Office known  
 as Springwood Community Subdivision from range 6 to range 7.  The motion passed  
 by unanimous vote. 
 

2. Amend Regulations Re:  Guidelines for Vehicle Sales Lots and Concrete Mixing  
 Plants 
 

Merritt Powell of  the Planning Commission presented a recommendation for   
 amendments to County Regulations involving used car lots and cement plants.   
 

Used Car Lots 
 

Mr. Powell presented a recommendation for zoning changes in Ordinance Article 7,  
 Paragraph 2, Section A, Number (36) and page (54).  Mr. Powell said the Planning  
 Commission recommends these changes.  In addition, Mr. Powell said he comes  
 before the Board recommending that the elevation of display cars be no more than 2  
 to 3 feet tall and that no more than 3 inoperable vehicles be located outside a building.   
 Supervisor Tommy Lewis clarified the recommendation involving the elevation of the  
 display cars.  Bill Bayne of the Commercial Appeal, asked if they could still display  
 information on banners.  Merritt Powell said that would follow the Sign Ordinance  
 and said that to display a banner requires a permit. 
 

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor James Pearson seconded  
 the motion to approve the recommendation of  Mr. Powell as listed on Exhibit C and  
 approved allowing 3 maximum inoperable vehicles on property and 3 feet elevation  
 of display cars.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 
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Exhibit C.2., Continued, 
 

Concrete Mixing Plant 
 

Merritt Powell of the Planning Commission presented 5 recommendations to amend  
 Article 8, Paragraph 1, Section A, Number (22), Page (60) of the zoning ordinances  
 and in addition recommended changing #4 to no banners and no signs obstructing  
 entry, exit or site lanes.  Supervisor John Caldwell made the motion and Supervisor  
 Eugene Thach  seconded the motion to approve revising the zoning ordinance to  
 reflect the changes recommended by Merritt Powell of the Planning Commission and  
 to revise his recommendation for #4 on this Exhibit to say no temporary banners on  
 the property and no signs obstructing entry or exit site lanes.  The motion passed by a  
 unanimous vote.   
 

See Exhibit C. 
 
3. Bond Reductions 

 
Merritt Powell  of the Planning Commission presented a recommendation from   

 Daniel Murphy for setting bonds.  This item was discussed by Mr. Powell and the  
 Board of Supervisors and after doing so, Supervisor James Pearson made the motion  
 and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve the recommendation  
 from Kenny Gunn, the Road Manager, to reduce the bond for Ranch Meadows as  
 recommended by the Road Manager, Kenny Gunn.  The motion passed by a   
 unanimous vote. 

 
Planning Commission - Personnel 

 
At the recommendation of Merritt Powell, Director of  DeSoto County Planning  

 Commission, Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor James Pearson 
 seconded the motion to authorize advertisement for a Code Enforcement Officer to 
 replace a vacant position on the DeSoto County Planning Commission.  The motion 
 passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
D. OLD BUSINESS 
 

1. Budget Transfer  Metro Narcotics 
 

This item was held over from the meeting of  October 6, 1997, at which time the  
 Comptroller, Dale Thompson, had recommended a Budget approval of an interfund  
 transfer for part of the FY98 matching funds in connection with Grant Funds that were  
 anticipated to be received at any time.  The Board of Supervisors decided to defer a  
 decision on this item of business until the Grant money was received.  Clovis Reed,  
 County Administrator, notified the Board of Supervisors that the Grant for this item  
 was received and passed on a recommendation from the Comptroller to approve a  
 Budget Amendment as follows: 
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From: 
105-227-950 Metro Narcotics Forfeitures  $15,000 

 
To: 
115-000-384 Metro Narcotics Grant  $15,000 
(Balance left to be transferred $23,112) 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor James Pearson seconded  

 the motion to approve the Budget Transfer  for Metro Narcotics Grant as presented by  
 the County Administrator.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote. 
 

See Exhibit D.1. 
  

 
2. Road Weight Limits 

 
The Board of Supervisors were presented a final draft of road weight limitswith all  

 changes having been made as discussed by  the Board of Supervisors. Supervisor  
 Tommy Lewis asked if  DeSoto County has truck routes.  Supervisor John Caldwell  
 responded that all roads are truck routes.  Supervisor Tommy Lewis clarified that the  
 County does not have loaded truck routes.  The Board of Supervisors discussed the  
 guidelines in the proposed ordanance and the benefits and constraints associated with  
 the ordinance.  The Board of  Supervisors discussed Section 5B of the Ordinance  
 which states that ,"Roads posted by the Road Manager as No Truck Routes, shall not  
 be traveled by vehicles exceeding 15,000  pounds gross vehicle weight except for  
 those carrying agricultural or dairy products going from and to the field or market and  
 transport vehicles on one time delivery routes to and from their place of destination  
 when no alternate route is available."  In order to assure that the implementation of  
 this Ordinance is in the best interest of the citizens of DeSoto County, the Board of   
 Supervisors determined that 15,000 pounds was the appropriate weight to establish in  
 this ordinance under Section Vb. 
 

Supervisor John Caldwell made the motion and Supervisor James Pearson seconded  
 the motion to adopt the Ordinance establishing the maximum load capacities per  
 vehicle on the highways and roads within DeSoto County and determined that a  
 weight of 15,000 pounds be established for no truck route.  The motion passed by a  
 vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin No 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

   
See Exhibit D.2. 
 
3. Approval of Invoice from Edward T. Davis & Assoc. - Nesbit Water Assoc.  

 Grant 
 

County Administrator, Clovis Reed, presented 4 items of business in connection with  
 the administration of the CDBG Grant for Nesbit Water Association.  Mr. Reed  
 recommended the following items in connection with this project: 
 

1.  Authorization for the Board President to sign a request for cash in the amount of  
      $11,520.00; 
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2.  Approval to pay an invoice from Edward T. Davis & Associates in the amount of  
      $8,640.00; 

3.  Approval to pay an invoice from North Delta Planning & Development District in  
      the amount of $3,000.00; 

4.  Approval to pay an invoice from Edward T. Davis & Associates in the amount of  
      $11,520.00 when the transfer associated with the previous request for cash has    
    been accomplished. 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor Eugene Thach seconded  
 the motion to approve the four items listed above as recommended by the County  
 Administrator.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
See Exhibit D.3 

 
4. Accepting the Minutes for September 

 
The official minutes of the Board of Supervisors were read for the month of  
September, 1997.  Supervisor James Pearson made the motion and Supervisor Jessie  

 Medlin seconded the motion to accept the minutes of the Board of Supervisor=s  
for September, 1997 as presented this date pursuant to Section 19-3-27 of the 
Mississippi Code of 1972, annotated.   The motion passed  by a vote as follows: 

 
Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Abstain 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
E. NEW BUSINESS 

 
1. I-69 Status 

 
This item was held over. 

 
2. Appointment - Planning Commission 

 
Supervisor Eugene Thach presented a letter of resignation from Mr. Harold Stewart 

in   connection with his position on the DeSoto County Planning Commission.    
 Supervisor Thach told the Board that Mr. Stewart had found it necessary to resign this  
 commission for health reasons.  The Board of Supervisors discussed their   
 appreciation to Mr. Stewart for his work for DeSoto County. 
 

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded  
 the motion to approve a Resolution of Appreciation to Mr. Harold Stewart for his  
 work on the DeSoto County Planning Commission.  The motion passed by a vote as  
 follows: 
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Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
 
 

Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded  
 the motion to appoint Edward Williams of Pleasant Hill Road to assume this post on  
 the DeSoto County Planning Commission to complete the term of Harold Stewart,  
 which expires January 5, 1998.  The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
See Exhibit E.2. 

 
3. Request to Return Petty Cash to Metro Narcotics 

 
County Administrator, Clovis Reed, forwarded a recommendation from the   

 Comptroller, Dale Thompson, for approval of an increase of Petty Cash in the amount  
 of $3,780.00 that was transferred from the Petty Cash account for fund 115  for Metro  
 Narcotics, Jim Harris, Commander, to fund this budget item until Grant money was  
 available to  replace this amount in the fund.   
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin made the motion and Supervisor James Pearson seconded  
 the motion to approve the Budget Amendment as recommended by the Comptroller.   
 The motion passed by a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
See Exhibit E.3. 

 
4. Quarterly Budget Allocation - Sheriff's Department, Tax Assessor, 

and Tax Collector 
 

County Administrator, Clovis Reed, forwarded a recommendation from the   
 Comptroller, Dale Thompson, to approve the quarterly budget allocation for the  
 Sheriff's Department, Tax Assessor and Tax Collector. 
 

In accordance with Section 27-1-32 of the Mississippi Code of 1972, which allows  
 the Board of Supervisors to set aside, appropriate and expend moneys from the  
 general fund for the purpose of supplementing the budget of the offices of sheriff, tax  
 collector and tax assessor, Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor  
 Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to approve the quarterly allocations for the  
 Sheriff, Tax Assessor, and Tax Collector as recommended by the Comptroller as  
 follows: 
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       200             $  632,066.00  
       201                   50,000.00 
       202              2,707,476.00  
      220              1,139,590.00 
      222                 335.000.00 
      223                 175,710.00 
      225                     3,415.00 

________________________________________________________ 
Total                  $5,043,257.00 $503,218.00 $685,660.00        $  23,480.00  

 
 

12/30/97 Quarter 
                          $1,260,814.25 $125,804.50 $171,415.00        $    5,870.00 

 
Supervisor Eugene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded  

 the motion to approve the quarterly budget allocation for these departament as  
 listed above.   The motion passed with a vote as follows: 
 

Supervisor Jessie Medlin Yes 
Supervisor Eugene Thach Yes 
Supervisor James Pearson Yes 
Supervisor John Caldwell Yes 
Supervisor Tommy Lewis Absent 

 
See Exhibit E.4. 

 
 
F. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 

The executive session minutes are presented under separate title. 
 
 
G. OTHER ISSUES 
 

1 Supervisor James Pearson.  
 

a. Request to Standardize Raises 
 
Supervisor James Pearson asked the County Administrator, Clovis Reed, to  

  formulate a way to standardize raises in the budget season for FY99. 
   

 
2. County Administrator Clovis Reed 

 
a.  Litigation - Full and Final Release of James and Linda Kyle 
 

The County Administrator presented the Full and Final Release to the Board of  
  Supervisors in connection with the litigation involving James and Linda Kyle for  
  signatures and  forwarded a recommendation from the Board Attorney, William  
  Austin to execute and make a part of the minutes. 
 
 
Supervisor Gene Thach made the motion and Supervisor Jessie Medlin seconded the motion to 
recess until Monday, October 13, 1997, at 9:00.  The motion passed by a unanimous vote.  
 
THIS the 8th day of October, 1997, these minutes have been read and approved by the DeSoto 
County Board of Supervisors. 
 

_______________________________________ 
JOHN M. M. CALDWELL, President 
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